
1

www.meddiscoveries.org

Sanaz Aghajani1; Alireza Farsinejad1; Elham Roshandel2; Erfan Zamani2,3; Abbas Hajifathali2*
1Department of Hematology, Faculty Allied Health, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, Iran.
2Hematopoietic Stem Cell Research Center, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.
3School of Medicine, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

*Corresponding Author: Abbas Hajifathali
Tel: +98-2123031657 & +98-2122432570; Email: hajifathali@yahoo.com

Investigation of Clock Genes Expression in G-CSF-
Mobilized Individuals at Different Hours of the Day

Article Type: Research Article
Volume 3, Issue 5
Received: Apr 27, 2024
Accepted: May 21, 2024
Published Online: May 28, 2024An open access journal of science and medicine

Introduction

Normal Hematopoietic Stem Cells (HSCs) located in a special 
micro-environment called niche that regulates cell survival and 
function. There are two distinct niches in the bone marrow that 
include the vascular and endosteal niches. The osteoblastic 
niche located on the inner surface of the bone marrow, and 
filled with osteoblasts. The vascular niche, which is adjacent to 
the osteoblastic niche, consists of sinusoidal endothelial cells 
lining blood vessels and induces proliferation and differentiation 
in short-term HSCs [1]. Typically, most Hematopoietic Stem 
Cells (HSCs) are located in the bone marrow, but HSCs can 

also circulate at low frequencies in the peripheral blood. 
Early studies showed that Hematopoietic Stem Cells (HSCs) 
increased in the blood circulation in the patients recovering 
from chemotherapy, which led to the understanding that HSCs 
and HPCs could induced into the bloodstream, phenomenon 
called Mobilization. These mobilized cells can be collected and 
injected back into the bone marrow. At present, mobilized HSCs 
is the main source of hematopoietic cells transplantation [2].

Studies have shown that the movement of HSC is continuous 
and dependent on the circadian rhythms, so that the brightness 
or darkness affects the entry of HSCs into the peripheral 
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blood or homing in the bone marrow [3]. Circadian rhythms 
regulated by the nervous system [3]. Hence, catecholamines 
play an important role in the excretion of HSCs from bone 
marrow, so that the removal of nerve endings in the bone 
marrow bed resulted in a sharp decrease in HSC mobilization, 
which under these conditions G-CSF injection does not have an 
effect on increasing the peripheral HSCs [4-8]. Neural terminals 
penetrate into the bone marrow along with vascular arteries 
and making a close contact with endosteal and vascular niches 
[9]. Living organisms, including humans, have an internal 
biological clock that helps them adapting to normal circadian 
rhythms. Human circadian rhythms in an internal rhythms with 
a period of about 24 hours, driven by environmental signs such 
as light / dark circles. The main center of the circadian rhythms 
coordination located at the Suprachiasmatic Nucleus (SCN) 
in the hypothalamus. The circadian rhythms regulate many 
biological activities of humans. Recent advanced studies have 
dramatically demonstrated the role of genetic factors in the SCN 
activities [10].

In SNC, clock genes like PER-1, PER-2, PER-3, CRY-1, CRY-2, 
ARNTL / BMAL1 and CLOCK are participated in transcription 
and translation feedback loops. In particular, CLOCK and 
BMAL1, the main transcription factor of the circadian rhythm 
activates, inducing the expression of PER-1, PER-2, PER-3, CRY-
1, CRY-2 through the attachment to the E-box motifs in the 
Enhancer region [11-13]. In the present study we have aimed to 
investigate of PER-1, PER-2, PER-3, and CRY-1 genes expression 
in G-CSF-mobilized individuals at different hours of the day.

Material and methods

Study design

In this descriptive study, 15 healthy bone marrow 
transplantation donor referring to the Taleghani bone marrow 
transplantation center, Tehran, Iran between Jan 2019 and Feb 
2020 were selected. All participants in the study have not any 
sleep disorders, mental illness, and depression, and did not 
consume any sedative, hypnotic, or medications that affect the 
nervous system. The subjects have natural patterns of sleep. 
Healthy donor at 9 a.m and 9 p.m before starting the G-CSF 
drug (day zero) were considered as the control group. All of the 
participants signed the informed consent.

Measurements 

Flow cytometry: To determine the purity of isolated CD34+ 
cells, flowcytometry was used. To do that, About 50 μl blood 
sample containing EDTA was transferred to an 1.5 mL tube and 
25 μl reagent 1 (Anti Human CD45/FITC + Anti Human CD34/
RPE) was added to the tube. After adding, they were incubated 
for 30 minutes at 2-8°C. After the end of incubation time, 1 ml 
reagent 2 (Easy lyse diluted) was added and mixed quickly, and 
Incubated in the dark and at room temperature, then 50 μl 
reagent 3 (Cyto CountTM ) was added and immediately read by 
flowcytometry. For control sample (Isotype Control), instead of 
the CD34-PE antibody, a negative control solution (Mouse IgG1) 
was used. It should be noted that besides the control of isotype, 
untreated control was also used.

RNA extraction: In order to extract RNA, first, one milliliter 
of thiazole solution was added onto the cells, well mixed 
and incubated for 5 minutes at room temperature. 200 μl of 
chloroform was added to the above mixture after transfer to 
micro tubes, and with hand shaking well blended for 15 minutes. 
The mixture was incubated for 4 minutes at room temperature 
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and then centrifuged for 20 minutes at 4°C and 13200 rpm. The 
supernatant of the 3-phase product was removed, transferred 
to a new micro tube and added to 500 μl isopropanol, the 
mixture was incubated 10 min at room temperature. It was 
then centrifuged at 4°C for 10 minutes at 12000 rpm. The 
supernatant was discarded and white precipitate was mixed 
with 1 ml of cold ethanol 75%. The mixture was centrifuged 
at 4°C for 5 minutes at 7500 rpm. Ethanol was deposited on a 
precipitate and placed at room temperature to dry as much as 
possible. The precipitate was dissolved in 20 μl of sterile water. 
Finally, the concentration of extracted RNA was determined.

qRT PCR: In this study, we used a two-step SYBR Green 
method, which first produced a cDNA genomic RNA and then 
converted cDNA into two-stranded DNA in a separate tube. Cy-
berGreen’s detecting system is the simplest, most commonly 
used and most cost-effective method, based on the ability of 
cyber-green to split the double-stranded DNA check and subse-
quently increase fluorescence up to 2000 times the initial free 
value. In this study, GAPDH gene was selected as the House-
keeping gene. The sequence of primers used in the study was 
summarized in Table 1. In this study, the GreenPCR Master Mix 
Kit (ABI) was used. The reaction was prepared using 0.75 μl of 
each of the primers, 10 μL SYBR Green, 13.5 μL ddW, 2 μL cDNA 
at in the special tubes. The PCR was performed according to the 
specific temperature pattern, 1 minute at 95°C, 30 seconds at 
58°C, 15 seconds at 72°C, plate readings, and 40 repetitions of 
from the Step 2 in Step-one ABI instrument.

Statistical analysis

Gene expression profile was calculated by 2ΔΔCt- method. Data 
were analyzed by SPSS 23 software. The mean and standard er-
ror of the mean were calculated. Mean values were compared 
using Paired Samples t-test. The data were reported as mean ± 
SD. P value less than 0.05 considered significant.

Results

In this study, 15 healthy donors (8 males and 7 females) 
with an average age of 38 years were studied. Characteristics of 
patients’ circadian rhythms, the count of total WBC and CD34+ 
cells are summarized in Table 2.

Before the G-CSF injection, morning WBC count had 
significant difference with WBC at night. Similarly, after the 
GCSF injection, morning WBC significantly were higher than 
WBC at night (Figure 1). Before the injection of GCSF, there was 
significant difference in the count of CD34+ cells in the morning 
compared to that at night. Also, after GCSF injection, there was 
significant difference in the count of CD34+ cells in the morning 
compared to that at night (Figure 2).

There was no significant difference in expression of PER-1 in 
the morning and night before and after GCSF injection (Figure 
3A). Also, PER-2 expression did not show any significant changes 
during the study (Figure 3B). But in the control and target 
groups, CRY-1 expression was higher in the morning before and 
after the G-CSF injection. And the drug had no significant effect 
on gene expression (Figure 3C). As mentioned, the number 
of CD34+ cells was higher in the morning than in the night. 
Considering the effect of circadian rhythms on the expression of 
clock genes and its effect on mobilization, it can be stated that 
the increase in the amount of stem cells in the morning may be 
related to the increase in CRY-1 expression. According to the 
evaluation, PER-3 expression level, same as CRY-1 expression, is 
higher in the morning than in the night (Figure 4).
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Figure 1: Changes in white blood cell count in control and target 
groups: As shown in the diagram above, circulating leukocytes, like 
stem cells in both control and target groups, were higher in the 
morning than in the morning (*P<0.05).

Figure 2: Comparison chart of mobilization rate and CD34 cell 
count in the target and control groups in the morning and night 
(*P<0.05).

Figure 4: Diagram of gene expression CRY-1 in target and control 
groups: The gene expression was higher in the morning before G-
CSF injection than in the night. The expression of this gene was 
also higher in the morning of the fourth day after G-CSF injection. 
In fact, changes in circadian rhythm have led to these changes in 
gene expression. And the injection of G-CSF had no effect on this 
pattern. Real-time PCR results were performed using cyber-green 
method using specific primers. All values were normalized with 
GAPDH (*P<0.05).

Discussion

Different drugs and agents are used to mobilize HSCs s from 
bone marrow to peripheral blood. The G-CSF has the ability to 
move bone marrow cells to the peripheral blood [14]. However, 
mechanisms that increase hematopoietic stem cell elevation 
following G-CSF injection and the role of circadian rhythms 
on the G-CSF effects are still unknown. Published studies 
suggested various factors such as the effect of the expression 
of clock genes, changes in circadian rhythms, and bone 
marrow niche alteration that affects G-CSF efficacy. The bone 
marrow microenvironment consists of cellular elements and 
extracellular matrix. The loss of attachment of hematopoietic 
cells to cellular elements in the BM niche plays a major role in 
the mobilization and migration of these cells to the peripheral 
blood [15]. The exact functioning of stem cell migration inducing 
drugs has not yet been fully elucidated. The stimulation of the 
bone-marrow cells may be the response to the signals from the 
circadian rhythms and the effects of the sympathetic nervous 
system. Several studies have been carried out on the role of the 
nervous system in the mobilization of hematopoietic stem cells 
to peripheral blood. These data suggest that signals from the 
nervous system are essential for the movement of stem cells 
from bone marrow to peripheral blood, and in mice whose 
nervous system has deleted, stem cell mobilization does not 
occur. This study rejected the role of proteolytic enzymes as the 
main factor in G-CSF action, and have shown that in cases of 
defective enzymes, the mobilization of these cells occurs [16]. 
During the mobilization, G-CSF interacts with at least two target 
cells:

Cells that induce the production of proteases and affect 
the integrity of the BM extracellular matrix, and Sympathetic 

Figure 3: Diagram of gene expression in target and control group: 
A: As it can be seen in the graph, the expression level of the PER-1 
in the morning before G-CSF injection was not significantly differ-
ent from that of the night. Also, expression of this gene was not 
significantly different from morning to night after G-CSF injection. 
In fact, circadian rhythm and G-CSF injections have no effect on 
gene expression (P>0.05); B: The expression level of the PER-2 in 
the morning before G-CSF injection was not significantly differ-
ent from that of the night. Also, expression of this gene was not 
significantly different from morning to night after G-CSF injection. 
In fact, circadian rhythm and G-CSF injections have no effect on 
gene expression (P>0.05); C: Diagram of gene expression PER-3 in 
target and control groups: The gene expression was higher in the 
morning before G-CSF injection than in the night. The expression 
of this gene was also higher in the morning of the fourth day after 
G-CSF injection. In fact, changes in circadian rhythm have led to 
these changes in gene expression. And the injection of G-CSF had 
no effect on this pattern. Real-time PCR results were performed 
using cyber-green method using specific primers. All values were 
normalized with GAPDH (*P<0.05).
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Average Range Variable

38 51-25 Age

8 males / 7 females Sex

23:00 1:00-22:00 Sleeping time

07:15 9:00-6:30 Waking hours

13:00 14:00-12:00 Eating lunch hours

20:30 21:00-20:00 Eating dinner hours

9439 5300-10300 WBC total count (day 0, morning)

6174 4720-9150 WBC total count (day 0, night)

36487 26300-48100 WBC total count (day 4, morning)

30060 21100-45200 WBC total count (day 4, night)

0.84 0.49-1.2 CD34+ count (day 0, morning)

0.32 0.16-0.7 CD34+ count (day 0, night)

6.75 4.47-9.2 CD34+ count (day 4, morning)

4.87 3.79-7.43 CD34+ count (day 4, night)

Table 2: Donor profile.

Table 1: Primer sequences.

Primer Primer sequences

CRY-1 Forward ACGATATAGAGGACTAGGTCTTCTGGC

CRY-1 Reverse CCCTTGAGAGCAACTTCCACTG

PER-1 Forward ATTTAGGTTTACGTGCGTTC

PER-1 Reverse CGACTCAAAAACGAAAATCG 

PER-2 Forward GCGGTTTCGTTGCGGTTTAC

PER-2 Reverse GCCGACGCCGTTTCAAACCG

PER-3 Forward CGACAGTGTCATCAGATACCTGAAG

PER-3 Reverse GATTTGCAAACCAGCTTGTAAGG

GAPDH Forward CCTGGCGTCGTCATTAGTAGTG

GAPDH Reverse TCAGTCCTGTCCATAATTAGTCC

neurons that nerves to osteoblastic cells and other stromal 
cells, including mesenchymal cells and the endothelial cells. 
These neurons are stimulated through unknown mechanisms 
and secreted noradrenaline that affected the function and 
morphology of osteoblasts. Subsequently the production of 
CXC12 is reduced, the release of stem cells to the peripheral 
blood increase [17].

For the first time in 1983, Ashkov stated that circadian 
rhythms, especially light and darkness had a direct effect 
on all physiological processes of animals and humans [18]. 
Environmental effects are applied by regulating the internal 
biological molecular and clocks genes, a highly protected 
mechanism during the evolution of organisms. In mammals, 
the clock genes are located in a collection of 20,000 neurons 
in the anterior part of the hypothalamus. Kjuchen et al. 
(2003) stated that the signals received by light receptors in 
the retina affect the expression of genes in other tissues by 
regulating the expressions of different neurotransmitters such 
as serotonin, adrenaline and noradrenaline [19]. Moreover, 
Brown and Vaughan showed that the clock genes expressed in 
all body tissues, and the 24-hour circadian rhythms regulate the 
physiology of the tissues [20].

Matsu et al. (2003) stated that clock genes play a key role in 
cell cycle and cell division. Finally, Schirmerman et al. reported 
that the changes in expression of the clock genes under the 
influence of 24-hour clock rhythms played a major role in the 
differentiation and migration of stem cells [21,22]. Mendez-
Ferrer et al. stated that the flow of stem cells from bone marrow 
to peripheral blood (mobilization) and vice versa, are affected 
by circadian rhythms. In humans, the release of hematopoietic 
stem cells reaches to the maximum level in the early hours of the 
day. This rhythm is regulated by changes in central clock genes, 
adrenaline and noradrenaline secretion from the sympathetic 
nerves in the bone marrow niche. It has been reported that the 
aging and some diseases can affect these fluctuations in the 
cellular flow and reduce the amount of mobilization [5,23].

In the present study, at first, to examine the effects of 
circadian rhythms on blood cell mobilization, blood counting by 
CBC assay and evaluation of the number of CD34+ stem cells 
at two different times in the morning and night before G-CSF 
injection and on the fourth day after G-CSF drug injection was 
analyzed. The results showed that the number of circulating 
cells in the morning shown significant differences compared 
with the cell counts at night. Similarly, in post-injection samples, 
the number of circulating cells in the morning was clearly higher 
than the night. The circadian rhythms has no effect on the 
circulating cell counts before and after the G-CSF injection.

Moreover, our results showed that although the expression 
of PER-1 did not show significant differences in the morning 
and night before and after GCSF injection. In addition to, PER-2 
expression did not show any significant changes during the study. 
Besides, there were not any significant correlation between the 
PER-1 or PER-2 expression and CD34+ cell counts. Therefore, it 
could be concluded that, PER-1 and PER-2 expression has not 
significant effect on the blood circulating cell count. But the 
expression level of both PER-3 and CRY-1 was higher in the 
morning than in the night in both control and target group. So it 
can be stated that the co-ordination between these two genes 
leads to an increased rate of mobilization in the early hours of 
the day than at night. And G-CSF injection has no effect on gene 
expression pattern.

Conclusion

Our findings indicated that the clock genes including PER-1 
and PER-2 have not any significant roles in mobilization of HSCs 
from bone marrow to peripheral blood, but PER-3 and CRY-1 
have a direct impact.
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